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General Instructions /| I fAger

« 1. All questions are compulsory. Internal choices are provided in Sections B, C, and D. (@t u% siffarf g1 @s a9, ¥
3R g # aridRes faered few My §1)

« 2. Section A (@z 31): Q1 to Q6 are Objective Type Questions (4 MCQs & 2 Assertion-Reason) carrying 1 mark
each (6 x 1 = 6 Marks).

» 3. Section B (@za): Q7 to Q9 are Very Short Answer (VSA) Questions carrying 2 marks each (3 x 2 = 6 Marks).

o 4. Section C (@z¥H): Q10 to Q11 are Short Answer (SA) Questions carrying 3 marks each (2 x 3 = 6 Marks).

« 5. Section D (@sg): Q12 is a Long Answer (LA) Question carrying 4 marks (1 x 4 = 4 Marks).

« 6. SectionE (@s3): Q13 is a Case-Study / Competency-Based Question carrying 3 marks (Sub-parts i, ii, iii of 1
mark each = 3 Marks).

Section A: Objective Type Questions (1 Mark x 6 = 6 Marks)
T3 A TEIS UL (AT 1 3F)

Q1. [1 Mark] [EN] Which one of the following is the main cause of land degradation in Punjab?
[HI] dsa & off f=fienor et fforfea & @ qer ot o 82

(a) Intensive cultivation (b) Deforestation (c) Over irrigation (d) Overgrazing

Q2. [1 Mark] [EN] In which one of the following states is terrace cultivation practised?
[HI] Fr=fafaa & @ forg uiq & Der (Tror) Gt 6 st §2
(a) Punjab (b) Plains of Uttar Pradesh (c) Haryana (d) Uttarakhand

Q3. [1 Mark] [EN] In which of the following states is black soil predominantly found?
[HI] 5% ¥ fha 359 H lelt 7T 487 ®U 9 UT8 1T 87
(a) Uttar Pradesh (b) Maharashtra (c) Rajasthan (d) Jharkhand

Q4. [1 Mark] [EN] According to the National Forest Policy (1952), what percentage of geographical area is
desired under forest cover for ecological balance?

[HI] Tt &= Aifd (1952) & AR uiRfRfde dged & fog fohaw ufasra simforen &5 WR a9 g smasas 82
(@) 23% (b) 27% (c) 33% (d) 43%
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Q5. [1 Mark] [EN] Assertion (A): Black soils are well-known for their capacity to hold moisture and are ideal for
growing cotton.

Reason (R): Black soils are made up of extremely fine clayey material derived from basaltic lava flows.

[HI] 31fRUA (A): reft geT Tt 4RoT et Y Sru=it e & g ufigg & ok hure & @t & forg Tafam 81

RUT (R): et 7aT Igd o Hicent (<fe) uared & s+t g1

(a) Both A and R true, R explains A (b) Both A and R true, R does not explain A (c) A true, R false (d) A false, R true

Q6. [1 Mark] [EN] Assertion (A): Bangar soil is more fertile than Khadar soil.
Reason (R): Bangar is old alluvial soil with a higher concentration of kankar nodules.
[HI] 31fAru= (A): IR HaT @reR 7aT 6l o1 7 31fdeh IuSTTS, il 8l

R (R): TR QR STefle 7T ¢ s chere Uft i A7 sifdes gidh &1

(a) Both A and R true, R explains A (b) Both A and R true, R does not explain A (c) A true, R false (d) A false, R true

Section B: Very Short Answer Questions (2 Marks x 3 = 6 Marks)
T3 T Al Y 3TN U7 (VAT 2 3F)

Q7. [2 Marks] [EN] Name three states having black soil and the crop which is mainly grown in it.

[HI] &t ST & AT IdTg S8l Shied! HaT UTS Sild ¢ 3R 39 R 43 & 4§ hi-Ht el IS STl 872

Q8. [2 Marks] [EN] What steps can be taken to control soil erosion in the hilly areas?
[HI] ueTt &= & HaT SruRe i Ahum & oy oT SheH ISTY ST a1fy?
OR / 3ryar

[EN] Distinguish between Bangar and Khadar alluvial soils.

[HI] SR T @R STefte Farstt 7 af 3R fofeEy)

Q9. [2 Marks] [EN] What is Agenda 21? Where and when was it adopted?
[HI] TSieT 21 1 82 5T ohe 3fR shgl TR fovar mar?

Section C: Short Answer Questions (3 Marks x 2 = 6 Marks)
T3 q: Y 30T U (VAF 3 3F)

Q10. [3 Marks] [EN] What type of soil is found in the river deltas of the eastern coast? Give three main features
of this type of soil.

[HI] g&ff dc o =1l Seersit R fhd TR &Y 71 uré STt 82 39 UehR &l 7aT el i g& fAiwdrd am 8?2

Q11. [3 Marks] [EN] Explain the three steps involved in Resource Planning in India. Why is resource planning
essential in India?

[HI] ¥T=a & gameE e & a9 9o faf@u) wRa & dameq R @t smasaed 872
OR / 312t

[EN] Describe three main human causes of land degradation in different states of India and three ways to solve
it.
[HI] +Ra & fafr= st & 9y fAefiereor & i Ada ROT q1 38 TRerr & i U fafeg)
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Section D: Long Answer Question (4 Marks x 1 = 4 Marks)
e T A" I UL (4 3F)

Q12. [4 Marks] [EN] Explain the land use pattern in India and why has the land under forest not increased much
since 1960-61?

[HI] 9Ra # [ IuTNT UTY 1 quid | a9 1960-61 & I o 3iaild &5 # Aeayui gig o1 61 §s 87

OR / 31yar

[EN] How have technical and economic development led to more consumption of resources? Also explain
Gandhiji's views on resource conservation.

[HI] Seiifirer 3R snfefes faema & RoT ST a1 3ifees ITHNT hdl g3 &2 TaTy= TRefur & faw # miefish & e +ft we Hifsrg

Section E: Case-Study Based Question (3 Marks x 1 = 3 Marks)
TS T FY-ITSI AT UL (3 i)

Q13.[1 + 1 +1 = 3 Marks] [EN] Running water cuts through clayey soils and makes deep channels as gullies. The
land becomes unfit for cultivation and is known as bad land. Sometimes water flows as a sheet over large areas
down a slope, washing away the topsoil.

(i) What are the deep gullies / bad land called in the Chambal basin?

(ii) What is the washing away of topsoil as a sheet over a large area called?

(iii) Mention two farming techniques used to check soil erosion by wind and water.

[HI] Sr&el gam Tef Hfereht Jot arail ohl shredt §Y et anfeehy sma @, fOieg sraTforenTd shedt 1 Qe fft it ot 781 e ofk
I@rd 9fA (Bad land) &gd 1 &S TR STel fA%Id &35 ol @ehd g &Il o A1 19 &l 3R agaT ¢ e Just 7l gefe Sidl & 91y 918
STt g1

(i) ot I8 7 39 I@Td A T AT gl ST 82

(ii) oy &5 & Ul & & YeTas g ST i T Shgd 872

(iii) TeT SfR STT GRT 819 Tl HaT 3TUREA i Ak i &l Hfy fafdar farfeg)

Marking Scheme & Model Answer Key (STTHTAT U4 3 FiStT)

Q.No. Model Answer & Stepwise Marking Breakdown (English & Hindi) Marks
Q1 (c) Over irrigation (31f fRi=Ts). 1
Q2 (d) Uttarakhand (STRTES). 1
Q3 (b) Maharashtra (HgRTE). 1
Q4 (c) 33%. 1
Q5 (a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 1
Q6 (d) A is false, R is true (Khadar is finer and more fertile than Bangar). 1
Q7 States: Maharashtra, Gujarat (Saurashtra), and Madhya Pradesh (Malwa) [1M]. Main crop: Cotton 2
(1M1
Q8 (i) Contour Ploughing (ploughing along contour lines to slow down water flow) [1M]. (ii) Terrace 2

Cultivation and Strip Cropping on hill slopes [1M].
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Q.No.

Model Answer & Stepwise Marking Breakdown (English & Hindi)

Marks

Q9

Q10

Qn

Q12

Q13

Agenda 21 is a declaration signed by world leaders in June 1992 at the Rio de Janeiro Earth
Summit (UNCED, Brazil) [1M] to achieve global sustainable development and combat environmental
damage, poverty, and disease [1M].

Alluvial Soil is found in the eastern coastal deltas (Mahanadi, Godavari, Krishna, Kaveri) [TM].
Features: (1) Composed of sand, silt, and clay; (2) Rich in potash, phosphoric acid, and lime (ideal
for paddy, sugarcane, wheat); (3) Classified by age into Bangar (old) and Khadar (new) [2M].

Steps: (1) Identification and inventory of resources via surveying/mapping [0.75M]; (2) Evolving a
planning structure with technology, skill & institutions [0.75M]; (3) Matching resource plans with
national development plans [0.75M]. Essential due to acute regional disparity in resource availability
across Indian states [0.75M].

India's area is 3.28M sq km (43% plains, 30% mountains, 27% plateaus); Net Sown Area is ~45.5%
and Forest cover is ~23.3% (below the 33% National Forest Policy target) [2M]. Forest area has not
increased much since 1960-61 due to agricultural expansion, rapid urbanization, industrialization,
road/railway construction, mining, and river valley projects [2M].

(i) Ravines (®@g) [1M]. (ii) Sheet Erosion (amex 31o=a) [1M]. (iii) Strip Cropping (Ug! $f¥) and Planting
Shelter Belts of trees (&1 &a) / Contour Ploughing [1M].
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